1.1
SIGNIFICANCE OF EMERGENCY SHELTERS


One of the realities of emergencies and disasters of all kinds is that people may be forced to leave their homes firstly, because of the threat of a hazard impact or secondly, their homes may have been destroyed or damaged extensively by the event.


Shelter is a basic human need.  In addition to water, food, health and personal care, shelter is crucial to survival in an emergency or disaster.  In addition to survival, good shelter promotes the maintenance of health and safeguards the population from the potential negative impacts of exposure to the physical environment.  It must be stressed that emergency shelters are not expected to become permanent homes for evacuated persons.

1.2
NATIONAL SHELTER POLICY

The National Shelter Policy was established by the Executive Council (EXCO) on 20 July, 1994.  It embraces both a general commitment and specific actions to be undertaken in support of the undertaking of providing shelter for persons who need it in emergencies and disasters.

General Policy

It is the policy of the Government of the British Virgin Islands, to take action to prevent or mitigate the effects of natural or man-induced disasters within its available resources.  In keeping with the National Disaster Policy, the Emergency Shelter Programme, will be maintained and further developed to ensure that persons rendered homeless by a disaster, will be provided with temporary shelter.  Particular attention will be given to low income groups, the elderly, the handicapped and other vulnerable groups.


The first priority in the provision of emergency shelters is the selection of structurally sound buildings for use.  Legislation will continue to be enacted in support of this and other aspects of the Emergency Shelter Programme.

CDERA Housing Policy

The principles and guidelines established in this manual are consistent with the policy recommendations provided in the CDERA Housing Template.

1.3
SPECIFIC STRATEGIES

The Government will:

· Encourage the cooperation and consultation of the appropriate government agencies with private sector and non-governmental agencies and organizations (NGO’s), as fully as possible, to ensure the provision of adequate shelter for persons rendered homeless by an emergency or disaster.

· Take necessary steps to provide structurally sound and fully stocked  emergency shelters as, recommended by the national Emergency Shelter Programme (ESP).

· Take necessary action in support of programmes that will expedite the   rehabilitation of homeless victims of a disaster.

· Sustain the cost of retrofitting emergency shelter buildings fully owned by the BVI Government and, in consultation with the owners contribute to the retrofitting of privately owned buildings to ensure that Emergency Shelters meet the required, recommended standards

· Take necessary action to ensure that public buildings which are potential emergency shelters (like community centers) are sited and constructed according to established building codes being used in the Territory and the region and are equipped with the standard internal provisions recommended by the Emergency Shelter Programme.

· Make provisions in the annual budget estimates for the maintenance, stocking and outfitting of emergency shelters.

· Take action to ensure that the relevant government departments and agencies  conduct annual evaluation of shelters, according to the standard guidelines defined by the Emergency Shelter Programme (ESP).

· Take necessary action to ensure that information is disseminated on:

· Government’s role and responsibility in shelter management

· The activation and closure of shelters

· Location of shelters

· Liability of Government and shelter occupants

· Shelter regulations

· The law concerning shelters and shelter management

· Mandate that the Welfare Services and Food Distribution Sub-committee   meet before the activation of the National Emergency Operations Centre or as soon thereafter as practicable.

· Sustain the cost of repairs to privately owned buildings pre-designated as shelters, if any damage is done to them by occupants of the buildings while they are being used as such.

1.4
AUTHORITY

This manual has been prepared by the Department of Disaster Management (DDM) under the authority and direction of HE the Governor, Chairman of the National Disaster Management Council of the British Virgin Islands.

