Evacuation Plan
EVACUATION PLAN FOR THE  BVI
INTRODUCTION

This plan outlines the administrative procedures required to evacuate people from any area of the British Virgin Islands once it has been proclaimed by the Governor, that it is unsafe to remain in the area. (The plan is extracted from the National Disaster Plan and describes hurricane-oriented activities. Comprehensive Earthquake Instructions are contained in the National Disaster Plan at page 256).
In accordance with Appendix 7 to Annex B (page 32) of the National Disaster Plan the following agencies are responsible for the Evacuations:

PRIMARY:
      RVI Police Force

SECONDARY: Min. of Communication & Works (Fire & Rescue Services)

SUPPORT:        Min. of Welfare (Social Development)

      

      Red Cross

       
   
      Voluntary Organizations



      PWD



      Department of Disaster Management

In accordance with the National Disaster Plan (Page 283) the Royal Virgin Islands Police Force are required to:

· Activate police hurricane plans

· Deploy security personnel to evacuated areas and homes of key response personnel as required by the Director, Disaster Management

· Initiate evacuation procedures for Territory and Districts

· Fuel police plane and have pilot on stand-by to assist in the damage assessment fly-by

The Department of Disaster Management is support agency acting in a coordinating capacity. For the island of Jost Van Dyke a somewhat different approach is necessary. Please see the detailed Evacuation Plan for Jost Van Dyke on the next few pages.
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EVACUATION PLAN FOR THE ISLAND OF JOST VAN DYKE

The purpose of this plan is to outline the administrative  procedures required to evacuate the people of Jost Van Dyke, when it has been proclaimed by the Governor, that it is unsafe to remain in that area. (This plan describes hurricane-oriented activities: comprehensive Earthquake Instructions are contained in the National Disaster Plan at page 256).

The Virgin Islands (Emergency Powers) Order. {Regulation 41}. General Powers of the Governor states: “Without limiting or affecting any power conferred on the Governor by Order of these Regulations, the Governor may do such things as he considers necessary for the safety, welfare and preservation of the community and, for that purpose he may give such directions as may be necessary.” In accordance with Regulation 41. The Governor may issue an Evacuation Order for the island of Jost Van Dyke.
“The British Virgin Islands Hazard and Risk Assessment Project” (conducted by the Office of Disaster Preparedness in 1997) states that a category 4 hurricane (131-155 mile per hour) could be expected to produce storm surge inundation (covered with water) depths of 13-18 ft on Jost Van Dyke. The study also identifies zones of seismic activity that have the capacity to produce damaging earthquakes in the BVI. The zones which pose the  greatest threat are the zones associated with the  Anegada Trough and the Puerto Rico Trench. It has been estimate that earthquakes with a magnitude of Ms. 8.5 can be produced in those zones. The most significant potential source of tsunami threat to the BVI is the Anegada Trough. It was estimated that an earthquake of magnituse 7.5 could produce run-up in Road Town of 6-9ft. Another possible regional source of tsunamis that could affect the BVI is the Kick-‘em-Jenny submarine volcano, located about 5 miles north of Grenada and 500 miles south of Tortola. Dr. John Shepherd (Head of the  Seismic Research Unit, Trinidad) said (in September 1999) “Kick ‘em Jenny’s eruptions are frequent, but small. Our hypothetical worst case scenario was for 130ft. waves in the Grenadines, but the realistic worst case scenario is for  50ft waves – and in the most likely scenario, waves would probably not be much worse than the swell from a near-miss hurricane. The SRU’s “high probability’ predictions (based on Kick ‘em Jenny’s 1939 eruption, which caused a 3 to 6 ft. tsunami in Barbados) forecast a 10 ft. wave at Grenada’s north coast, diminishing to under 3 ft. by the time it reaches Port of Spain, Trinidad.”
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CHARACTERISTICS OF JOST VAN DYKE
Jost Van Dyke (Latitude: 18.27 North. Longitude: 64.45 West) is a volcanic island about 5 miles Northwest of Tortola.  The island is about 5 mile long by 1 ½ mile wide, covers ____ square miles and has a population of two hundred (200) residents. It is very hilly and the highest point is 1054 feet above sea level. Jost Van Dyke has 2 main harbours (all on the south side of the island. Great Harbour is the main harbour and it is a port of entry to the BVI. HM Customs and HM Immigration are housed in the Government Administration Building at Great Harbour as well as the District Officer and the RVI Police Force – JVD. The other harbour is Little Harbour (Gardner Bay) at the East End of the island. White Bay on the western end is also an anchorage for visiting yachts although it is not a protected anchorage like Great Harbour and Little Harbour. Travel to Jost Van Dyke is by boat only as there is no airport. There are several jetties that can accommodate ferry boats. In Great Harbour there are two: the government dock at Dog Hole on the western side of the harbour and the government dock in front of the Administration Building in the north central part of the harbour. It is presently under reconstruction. In Little Harbour there are several 4 sites that can accommodate ferry boat in an emergency: (1) the government dock on the eastern side of the harbour, (2) new concrete dock at Harris’s Restaurant at the Careening Hole on the  southwestern side of the harbour, (3) Sydneys’ Peace and Love Restaurant (also at the Careening Hole) has a dockside wharf that can accommodate ferry boats, and (4) the Little Harbour Marina has a 100+ft dock. The facilities on the western side of Little Harbour are all commercial businesses and should only be considered in cases of an emergency.
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Map of Jost Van Dyke on next page 
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This Page will feature 
a map of 

Jost Van Dyke.
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EVACUATION RESOURCES AND OPTIONS
Evacuation on land to Collection Points

In accordance with the Zonal committees Handbook (P. 15) it is the responsibility of the Jost Van Dyke Zonal Committee (under the direction of the Zone Coordinator) to “Develop a vehicle deployment plan to cope with all the  transportation requirements in the event of a disaster at zonal level”. (There are sufficient vehicles on Jost Van Dyke for the Jost Van Dyke Zonal Committee to develop a plan to transport the 200 residents from their homes to the Collection Points at Great Harbour and Little Harbour).
Evacuation by Air to Tortola
Since there is not sufficient flay land on Jost Van Dyke for an airport, evacuation by air is not conceivable. The only exception would be by helicopter for the most urgent medical emergencies. 

The Jost Van Dyke Zonal Committee is in the process of identifying sites that may be used for helicopter evacuation of the most urgent medical emergencies. 
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EVACUATION BY SEA TO TORTOLA
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STANDING EVACUATION PROCEDURE
EVACUATIONS

ALERT STAGE

36 HOURS BEFORE IMPACT
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24 HOURS BEFORE IMPACT
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DISASTER RECOVERY
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Current planning contingencies at the 36 hour and 24 hour stages……..
POST EVACUATION PROCEDURES
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