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VIRGIN ISLANDS 
STATUTORY INSTRUMENT 19 NO. 

 
THE EMERGENCY POWERS (DISASTER) ACT, 1984 

NO 7 OF 1984 
 

THE EMERGENCY POWERS (DISASTERS) 
(DISPOSAL OF THE DEAD) ORDER, 19 

 
  Gazetted 
 

The Governor in Council in exercise of the powers conferred on him by section 3 
of the Emergency Powers (Disasters) Act makes the following Order:

                                                   
 
Citation: 
 
Inter-  
Pretation. 
 
 
 
Internment 
of dead 
body under 
certain  
circum- 
stances. 
 
 
 
 
Certificate 
Registrar 
etc not 
required for dis- 
posal of 
dead body 
 

 
 
 
1. This Order may be cited as the Emergency  
Powers (Disasters) (Disposal of the dead) Order, 19   . 
   
 
2. For the purpose of this Order “Body” includes  
 
3. here a dead body of a person is found and there is 
reason to believe that it is the dead body of a person who 
died as a consequence of a disaster, then 
notwithstanding anything in any enactment, the Chief 
Medical Officer or a person authorized by the Chief Medical 
Officer shall, unless he is satisfied that adequate 
arrangements have been made for the collection and 
internment of the dead body, provide for the collection and 
internment of the dead body. 
 
4. Any provision or rule that provides that the  
body of a deceased person shall not be disposed of  
without either the certificate of the Registrar of  
deaths or an Order of a Coroner does not apply in 
relation to the disposal of a dead body effected in  
pursuance of this Order. 

 
Information   

 
5. No person who, apart from this Order, would 

to a coroner  
in case of death 

be required to give any information concerning a 
death to a Coroner is obliged to give that information 

of person 
 
 
 
Enactments 
relating to 
registration 
of death. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Information 
to Registrar 
to be furnished 
by authorised 
person. 
 
 
 

particular case, a Coroner is not obliged or authorised 
to take any action in relation to any death concerning 
which information need not, by virtue of this Order, 
be given to a Coroner. 
 
6. Any enactment relating to the registration of 
deaths has effect as if the information concerning the 
death of a person required to be given to the Registrar  
 under that enactment includes, in a case where the 
person who is required to give information in respect 
of the death has reasonable cause to believe that the 
death occurred in consequence of the disaster, a  
statement that the death so occurred. 
 
7. Where a person causing a dead body to be 
buried is a person so authorized by the Chief Medical 
officer, who had reasonable cause to believe that the 
death occurred in consequence of a disaster, that 
person is deemed to be a person required by any enactment 
respecting the registration of deaths to give information 
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Duty of  
registrar. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Communal 
graves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Powers of 
Chief 
Medical 
Officer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Concerning the death to the Registrar; and the duty 
referred to in the enactment as amended by this Order, 
to give information concerning the death to the 
person authorized by the Chief Medical Officer, if  
within 10 days after the burial of the body that person 
give the information to the Registrar. 
 
8. Where, in accordance with any enactment 
relating to the registration of deaths as affected by 
this Order, there is given to the Registrar any  
information concerning the death which included a 
statement that a death occurred in consequence of 
disaster, the Registrar shall register a death forth- 
with in the manner directed by the enactment. 
 
9. (1) Where the number of bodies in any area is so 
great that they cannot conveniently be buried in the 
existing burial grounds, the Chief Medical Officer or  
a person authorized by the Chief Medical Officer may 
make such arrangements as he considers suitable for 
burial in other suitable places for burial in communal 
graves or for disposal of the bodies by means other 
than burial. 
 
      (2) Notwithstanding sub-paragraph (1), where the  
relatives of a deceased can identify the body and make 
their own arrangements for its disposal or burial they 
may be permitted to do so. 
 
10. The Chief Medical Officer may dispense with 
the requirements of any enactment respecting the 
internment of bodies in Road Town and in its suburbs. 
 
 May by the Governor  in Council this              day 
Of                                  , 19       . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Clerk of the Executive Council. 
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